Call for Participation

Spring Break 2004 Study Abroad Program in México

Exploration of Identity, Culture, Consumption and Growth on the Maya Riviera

Playa del Carmen, México

March 6-13, 2004

3 credits
A unique and exciting opportunity to critically explore and experience tourism development projects and their implications as they relate to issues of identity, development, cultural hegemony, urban development, migration, and multimedia ethnographic documentation within the context of cultural production. Student participants gain intensive, on-site fieldwork training in ethnography and cultural anthropology and develop new skills in interdisciplinary research methodologies as they relate to cultural studies and art making. 

Students gain hands-on training in the ethnographic methods of cultural anthropology in order to develop their own individual research project within a larger program of focused research. Students will have the opportunity to explore topics and mediums of interest in the first person while working in small groups in an environment of cultural immersion. The overall program and project culminates in a multi-authored, multi-media ethnographic document that is designed and developed for academic dissemination. 

Research outcomes will be directly relevant to the student’s area and topic of study and is therefore appropriate for all major areas within the SA+AH, as well as to other related major areas at UF, including architecture and photojournalism. 

TOPICS OF EXPLORATION AND RESEARCH

· The culture of Spring Break and the complex life on the ‘Maya Riviera’

· Attraction and interactions between Mexicans, Yucatecans, Mayans, Europeans and US North Americans

· Economic, social and cultural development

· Class relationships between different cultural groups in a cosmopolitan setting 

· Forms of hybridity, transculturation and cultural fusion in relation to identity

· Cultures of consumption and commodification of cultural belongings and identities

· The production and consumption of the Mexican/Mayan/Yucatecan imaginary

CREDIT AND COST

3 credits (ART 4930, HUM 4956, ART 6928)

Credit may be applied toward Graduate studio or criticism courses, and toward undergraduate 2D and 4D studio courses, and humanities requirements.

$925 (tuition, on-site housing, most meals, local transportation, selected materials and supplies)

PROGRAM DETAILS

Program Faculty

This is a collaboration with the Directors of the Open School of Ethnography and Anthropology (OSEA), México, who bring extensive theoretical and pragmatic knowledge in the areas of anthropology, ethnography and Mexican culture to the program. 

Maria Rogal, School of Art and Art History, University of Florida

(Specialization: Art and Design, Culture, Identity, Social Responsibility)

Dr. Quetzil Castañeda (PhD, University at Albany, SUNY)

Director and Professor, The Open School of Ethnography and Anthropology, México

Former Fulbright Scholar, Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán

Specialization: Ethnography, Anthropology, Identity, Culture, Tourism

Dr. Juan Castillo Cocom (PhD, Florida International University)

Director and Professor, The Open School of Ethnography and Anthropology, México

Specialization: Ethnography, Anthropology, Sociology, Mexican Politics and Identity (including issues of Indigenous/Maya identity)

For more information on the program faculty, see http://www.osea-cite.org/about/ab_people.php
Location: Playa del Carmen, México with follow-up in Gainesville 

The tourist destination of Playa del Carmen, now the fastest growing city in the western hemisphere, is located just 35 miles south of Cancun and within close proximity to Cozumel, the ecological/tourist theme park Xcaret, and the Maya archaeological site of Tulum.

Program Structure: The program is based on seven days of intense coursework, fieldwork and experiential learning in Playa del Carmen, México. Upon return to the US, students are responsible for producing an appropriate product that is a direct outcome of the program and overarching project on tourism in Playa del Carmen, México. The Project faculty will meet with students as a group the week of April 13th at UF for follow-up critiques and discussions. The final due date of the students’ projects is 14 May 2004. 

Registered students will be provided with readings, materials, and project development assistance prior to departure in order to be able to take advantage of the program upon arrival in México. 

Language Requirement: None

Dates: March 6 – 13, 2004 (on-site) with project follow-up (week of April 13th) and completion of project by  May 14, 2004; 

Spring Semester 2004  Registration (note there is NO late registration penalty)

Cost: $925 per participant. Includes UF graduate or undergraduate tuition, on-site housing, most meals, local transportation, selected materials and supplies. Airfare additional. 

Financial Aid Information: Because this is offered during Spring Semester, students are eligible for Financial Aid. This may be applied towards the Bright Futures Scholarship (up to 17 credits per semester). Financial Aid will be figured in where appropriate based on enrollment through the UFIC. 

UFIC Application Deadline: 2 February 2004 ($250 deposit due). 

See the UFIC Study Abroad Application at http://www.ufic.ufl.edu/forms/oss/StudyAbroadApplicationForm.pdf

For information on the program, how it can support student research and project interests, and an application, contact: 

Maria Rogal, Assistant Professor

School of Art and Art History

Mobile: 352 870 8878 

Email: mrogal@ufl.edu
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